
Famil y Protection Unit

Information Sharing

Child Pr otection and Adult 
Disclosur e of Child Abuse

Domestic Abuse

In May 2006, following a review of its Community 
Protection functions, Fife Constabulary merged its 
existing Child Protection and Domestic Abuse 
units to form the Family Protection Unit.

The unit comprises of:

? 1 Detectiv e Inspector
? 2 Detectiv e Sergeants
? 10 Detectiv e Constab les
? 2 Police Constab les
? Social Work staff
? 2 Suppor t assistants

Fife Constabulary recognises that all children and 
young people have the right to be protected from 
abuse and exploitation. All allegations will be 
treated seriously and will be fully investigated 
after consultation with partner agencies.

Specially trained officers from the unit will carry 
out joint investigations with social workers into 
the following:

? allegations of ph ysical and sexual abuse.
? allegations of serious criminal neglect of 

childr en.

The unit also has responsibility for investigating 
adult disclosures of sexual and physical childhood 
abuse.

We will share information we hold in relation to 
children where concerns about their welfare are 
raised. The information will be shared with other 
agencies to allow full consideration to be taken to 
meet the needs of the child and other children 
who may be at risk.

The unit is also the central point of contact for 
the Force in relation to invitations for the police 
attendance at Child Protection Case 
Conferences.

The Family Protection Unit recognises that 
domestic abuse is a serious crime. It includes 
mental, emotional and sexual as well as physical 
abuse.

Dedicated and trained police officers are available, 
along with a support worker and social work staff, 
to provide a readily accessible sympathetic 
support service for all victims of domestic abuse. 
In particular the unit will:

? monitor and evaluate all reported incidents of 
domestic abuse.

? provide a readily accessible sympathetic 
support service for all victims of domestic 
abuse.

? provide professional advice and expertise 
through training to police staff, partner 
agencies and raise awareness through public 
presentations.

? identify, collate and assess all referrals of 
domestic abuse.

? risk assess the referrals and put in place 
appropriate measures of intervention to 
reduce the risk.

? liaise with VIA (Victim Information and Advice 
Service) to ensure information in respect of 
ongoing enquiries, including any subsequent 
bail conditions imposed on an accused, is 
communicated timeously to a victim.

? liaise with the various voluntary and statutory 
agencies who can provide help and assistance 
in tackling domestic abuse.

 Fife Child Protection Committee



Famil y Protection Unit

Complaints

Contact us

How do w e work?

Fife Constabulary is committed to a policy of co-
operation with its partner agencies to ensure that 
all investigations are carried out in a sensitive, 
sympathetic and victim-centred manner. A co-
ordinated response will be based on consultation 
and information sharing and, where necessary, will 
involve joint interviews by a police officer and a 
social worker as part of a multi-disciplinary 
assessment.

Should a medical examination be deemed 
necessary, the unit can call upon the expertise of 
appropriately trained NHS Fife staff as well as that 
of a police surgeon who has access to modern, 
up-to-date facilities.

The unit can be contacted at:

Family Protection Unit
12 Carnegie Drive
Dunfermline
KY12 7PA

Child Pr otection 01383 312910 
Domestic Abuse 01383 312300

01383 312909
Email: 
famil yprotection unit@fif e.pnn.police .uk

In an emergency call 999 and ask for POLICE or 
AMBULANCE

For all non emergency calls to Fife Constabulary 
please call: 0845 600 5702 
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Talk to someone who

understands

 All in vestigations ar e 
carried out in a sensitiv e, 
sympathetic and victim-

centr ed manner

“
”Whenever there is a suspicion that a crime of 

offence has been committed, the police should be 
contacted immediately so that an investigation can 
be commenced. These investigations will be 
conducted by experienced and specially trained 
detective officers.

The unit investigates adult disclosures of child 

abuse and deals with these matters in a 

professional and sympathetic way, assisting victims 

to cope with these traumatic incidents. The unit 

will also refer victims to the appropriate agencies 

who will provide support and counselling.

Our staff will try to provide the highest possible 
standards at all times. If you feel unhappy with the 
service provided, please contact us, in person, by 
phone or in writing so we can ensure we put 
things right. 

Fife Constabulary takes all complaints seriously 
and all investigations resulting from dissatisfaction 
will follow Force Policy Guidelines.

Further information in relation to child 
protection can be accessed on the Child 

Protection Committee Website at: 
www.fifechildprotection.org.uk 
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